THE SOFT-POWER
LANE

(THAILAND DTV - LANE 2 OF 3 )
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For applicants practising a recognised Thai cultural activity. The acceptance letter is what
holds this file together. Without a registered Thai institution behind you, nothing else

compensates.

CMuay Thai) CThai cookery) (Traditional medicine & massage) (Sport & competition)

(Festivals & cultural events) (Medical treatment)

Thai language schools no longer qualify. That route moved to the ED visa in 2025.

WHAT THIS LANE ADDS

Five documents that exist only here. Everything else is on page two.

DOCUMENT - WHAT THE CONSULATE IS LOOKING FOR

WHAT SINKS THE FILE
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Acceptance letter

A signed and stamped letter from the gym, school, hospital or
sponsor, confirming your admission, the dates and the nature of the
activity.

Proof the institution is registered
Evidence that the host s a registered Thai entity, filed with the

authority covering its field: the sport authority for a gym, the ministry
for a school or clinic.

Programme, dates and duration

What you will do, and when. No minimum is written into the rules,
but since 2025 most posts expect at least six months, and nine to
twelve months reads stronger.

Enrolment or payment record

An invoice, receipt or contract that ties your name to the institution's
name and to the programme in the acceptance letter.

Medical treatment files

If your anchor is treatment rather than training, the acceptance letter
comes from a registered Thai hospital and carries the treatment plan
and expected dates.

TRAP
A booking confirmation email is not
an acceptance letter. Letterhead,
signature and stamp, or it does not
clear.

TRAP

A famous gym is not automatically a
registered one. Verify this before you
pay for the course.

TRAP

Booking a short intensive. One to
three months is routinely read as
tourism with a cultural label, and is
often downgraded to a tourist visa.

TRAP

An unlabelled bank transfer that
cannot be matched to the programme
you declared.

TRAP

A consultation booking is not an
admission. The hospital must
confirm the course of treatment, not
just an appointment.

THE NUMBER-ONE REFUSAL ON THIS LANE

Claiming soft power with no institutional anchor. Coming to train Muay Thai is not, by itself, a ground for the
visa. The registered institution and the length of the programme are what make the file admissible.

Independent, France-based. Not affiliated with the Royal Thai Government. Practice changes without

notice: the rules in force on your submission date govern your file. Current at August 2026.
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THE COMMON BASE

Required whichever lane you file under. This is the half of the dossier that sinks most applications.
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ELEVEN THINGS EVERY DTV FILE NEEDS

Passport. Valid at least six months beyond your intended
entry date, with two blank visa pages. Scan of the biodata
page.

500,000 THB. Liquid, held across the full three months
before submission, in your own name. Foreign-currency
equivalent is fine, and the money does not need to sit in
Thailand.

Source of funds. Where the money came from: payslips,
employer letter, dividend or investment statements, a
sponsor letter naming you, or documented inheritance. The
consulate looks at the six months before the statement
window.

D Minimum age 20. On the filing date. Under twenty, you

can only be added to a parent's file as a dependent.

Nationality. Open to most nationalities. Some are
restricted to filing from their country of citizenship, and
several posts apply extra scrutiny, so check the mission
that covers you before booking travel.

Dependents, if any. Spouse and children under twenty file
on linked applications: marriage certificate, birth or
adoption certificate, certified translation where required,
and a notarised consent letter for a minor travelling
without both parents. You must meet the financial test on
their behalf.

Photograph. Passport-style, taken within the last six
months, plain background, neutral expression, no

headwear unless religious. The portal rejects casual selfies.

D Bank statement. Official document covering the whole
window, with dates, account number and holder name
legible on every page.

Current address. Documentation for where you live now, in

the country you are filing from.

D Where you file from. You must be outside Thailand when
you submit. Most posts also prioritise applicants legally
resident in their jurisdiction and ask for proof, so the
consulate is not a free choice.

Clean immigration record. Significant prior overstay in
Thailand is disqualifying. A single late departure settled
with a fine is usually survivable; repeat overstays are not.
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ALSO WORTH KNOWING
® Crypto does not count. Digital assets are not accepted as the 500,000 THB proof. Liquidate into fiat and hold the
balance in a regulated bank account across the whole window.
Government fee. The official fee is 10,000 THB. Posts charge the local equivalent, commonly 10,000 to 14,000 THB,
so roughly USD 280 to 400. Wellington is the outlier at NZD 2,000. Non-refundable whatever the outcome.
® What the visa gives you. Five years, multiple entry, 180 days per entry, extendable once by another 180 days at a
Thai immigration office for about 1,900 THB. Most files are decided in five to fifteen business days.
O Health insurance. Not a DTV requirement at issue, unlike other Thai visa classes. Strongly advised anyway: public
healthcare is not open to DTV holders.
No work permit, ever. Training, competing or being treated is fine. Taking paid work from a Thai employer is not, on
any lane, without switching visa class.
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NOT SURE WHICH LANE FITS? @ dtv-thailand.com/eligibility
Seven questions, three minutes, no payment details. You geta @ +336862170 01
green, amber or red verdict within 24 hours, and the concrete « Reply within 24 hours
next step. Free.
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